
	

 Minutes of the Maritime Air Veterans Meeting 
Held at the Monterey/Ramada Hotel 

Wednesday, 4 Nov 2015 
 

 
I. INTRODUCTION 
 
• Attendance was 41 persons including the guest speaker, David Kettle (BGen ret’d) 
• Following the initial ‘meet and greet ’between 1130 and 1230, the members present were 

served a steak luncheon. 
• Following the luncheon, President Duane Daly, introduced the guest speaker, David Kettle 

(BGen Ret’d) former Chaplain General of the CF, who is currently the Chairman Canadian 
Agency and Padre of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission. His presentation gave 
members an insight into the purpose and scope of the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission which was established in 1917 to mark and maintain the graves of 
commonwealth forces of WW1 and WW2. The Canadian agency covers 20,400 such graves 
in Canada, the USA, South and Central America as well as the Caribbean for a total of 3,400 
cemeteries. David illustrated his slide presentation with anecdotal references and vignettes of 
individual cases and histories. For detailed information on the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission, members are referred to the website : www.cwgc-canadianagency.ca  

  
II. BUSINESS MEETING 
 
A. Opening Remarks 

  
• President Duane Daly opened the business meeting with a pause to remember two of our 

members who have recently passed away: Bud MacLean and Honorary President, Paddy 
O’Donnell. A note was received by Paddy’s widow thanking MAVA for their support and 
remembrance.  

• The President introduced the two new Executive Officers: 
o Peter Ambrosiak – MAVA Service Officer, and 
o Fr. Stephen Silverthorne – Honorary Chaplain 
 

• The 50/50 Draw (worth $95.00) was won by Bruce Lewis. 
 

 
 
B. Approval of the Minutes of the last MAVA Meeting.  
 

The interim Secretary, Brian Wattie, requested approval of the last meeting’s minutes, as 
distributed to all members via email. A motion for approval was made by Ernie Briggs and, 
seconded by Ivan Hawley. Motion Passed. 

  



	

C. President’s Report  
 

Open Executive Positions: The president reminded members present that the association is in 
need of persons to fill the positions of Membership, Outreach and, Secretary. He asked 
members to think about this and contact him if you can help. The executive is also 
considering replacements for Honorary President and will advise the members of the status at 
the next meeting. 
 

 
D. Vice President’s Report 
 

Vice President, Jeff Tasseron, was absent due to work commitments. The president reported 
on his behalf: 

• Website Manager: Until now our Vice, Jeff Tasseron, has been maintaining our website but 
his time is limited on this function. The President made a special appeal for members with 
any degree of computing skill to come forward to take on or assist in this task. Our website is 
an essential means of contact and communication. 

•  Policy Development: The Vice President with a committee of Ernie Cable and Al Conrad  
are developing a MAVA Policy document. Once a draft is produced, it will be presented to 
the membership. Both Ernie and Al were thanked for their generous support of this initiative. 

 
E.  Secretary’s Report 
 

Brian Wattie thanked Jim McCutcheon for the tidy and complete handover information. An 
ongoing task is maintaining the emailing list. He thanked members for their change 
notifications and requested that any maritime air friends they know or may meet be asked for 
emails to ensure we keep them in contact.  The President thanked  Jim on behalf of all 
members for his dedication and involvement as Secretary over the past year.  He also thanked 
Brian for his generous support in willing to stand as interim Secretary until a permanent 
replacement can be found. 

 
F. Treasurer’s Report 
 

Bob Moffatt reported a bank balance of  $4,800.00. He reminded members that our fiscal 
year runs from 1 May to 30 April for the purposes of dues payment.  

 
G. Membership Report  
 

Bob Moffatt reported over 80 paid up members. Two new members present were introduced:  
Bill Watt and John Armstrong. He also noted that Lee Myrhaugen in Halifax had also 
become a member.   

 
H. Golf  
 

Jim Ward was absent but sent a report via email on the 16 June Golf Tourney. There were 30 
members participating and, he offered thanks on behalf of all for the prizes provided by Brian 
Akitt and Terry Doyle. The President also noted that the Exec will review whether future 
Golf tournament  should remain open to all or  reserved only for MAVA members and their 



	

guests. 
 

I. Holy Mackerel Report 
 

Ivan Hawley reported on the MAVA Fall Dinner Dance which was attended by 34 members 
and wives. All attendees approved of the venue which was in the main room of the Monterey 
Ramada. (Where this luncheon meeting was held) The live entertainment and DJ by Mr. Ron 
Turcotte, as arranged by Paul Baiden, was greatly appreciated and should be booked again at 
the next event.  
 

 
J. New Business 
• Venue: The President reviewed the rationale behind the current meeting venue. The criteria 

was always to have a served meal at an “all-in” fixed price including HST and Gratuity- 
preferably at a maximum of $30. Hotel requirements also dictate that the final numbers of 
those attending must be submitted 7 days in advance of the event.  The current Location of 
the Monterey has proven reasonable thus far.  The members indicated that they were happy 
with the present process and meeting format; however, the executive is certainly open to any 
ideas or options for improvement.   

• Bar Service: Jack Lazaruk pointed out the problem of a single bartender at the opening 
leading to excessive delays. The president asked Holy Mackerel to bring this matter to the 
hotel management and to request improved bar service, and possibly, bar service  at the 
tables during the luncheon period.  

• Guest Speakers: Members present were encouraged to provide suggestions for guest 
speakers. Tentatively, the guest speaker for the next meeting will be Adm Norman. 

 
K. Next Meeting 

The next Luncheon Meeting is planned for mid-February 2016 at the Monterey Ramada. The 
exact date is dependent on the availability of the guest speaker. Members will be notified by 
the secretary as soon as a date is determined. 

 
 

   
L. Adjournment  

 
A motion to adjourn was made by Ivan Hawley and seconded by George Mayer. Motion 
Passed 

 
 
 
 
 
(Original signed by)     (Original signed by) 

 Brian Wattie (Secretary)     Duane Daly (President) 
 
 
 
 


