
Minutes of the Maritime Air Veterans  Meeting 

Held at the Cedarhill Golf Club 

Tuesday, 27 May 2014 
 

 
INTRODUCTION 

 

1. Attendance was 33 members. After an initial ‘meet and greet’, the members 
assembled at tables for the luncheon at 12:30. Following lunch, members were 
treated to a presentation by the guest speaker: Larry Ashley (Lt Gen ret’d). Larry 
provided interesting personal anecdotes of his early days and the beginning of 
the formation of Air Command. He then followed this with some personal 
perspectives on the long, long history of the Maritime Helicopter program. This 
prompted some interesting discussion among the members present covering 
programs, policy and projections for the future. President Tap thanked Larry for 
his presentation and provided him with an initial year’s membership in MAVA 
along with a book on the Avro Arrow which contained new perspectives on that 
infamous project.  
 

2. BUSINESS MEETING 
 

ITEM    
 
 

3. President’s Report  
President Tap Fawcett opened the business meeting at 14:30 hrs and highlighted 
the need to reach out to the HS, MR, Engineering and Maintenance members of 
our maritime air community. He advised the members present that Brian Akitt, 
Bud MacLean, and Al Conrad have taken on a liaison role to their respective 
affiliations to encourage participation with our association. To this end, in 
response to a suggestion from the floor, President Tap will send a letter to the 
President of CNAG to make them aware of our perspective and role and 
establishing linkages between our groups.  

 
4. Treasurer’s Report 

JP Chabot reported a bank balance of approximately $4,500.00 after proceeds 
from this meeting. For any financial transactions or queries, he can be contacted 
at jchabot0502@rogers.com . 
 

5. Membership Report Paul Baiden reported a total of 70 paid members to date. 
There is also a requirement for former VPI members to fill out the new 
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membership form since previous data had been lost. Membership forms will be  
addressed to membership chair Paul Baiden: pbaiden@rogers.com . 

 
6.  Golf Chairman Jim Ward reported on plans for the summer MAVA Golf 

Tournaments. The venue will be Highlands Golf Club with a planned start time of 
1300 hrs. The selected dates are: Thursday, 26 June 2014; and, Tuesday 9 Sept. 
He added that members must be current and dues would be collected where 
required. Further details will be forthcoming in an email announcement. Any 
prize donations from associated members in industry would be welcomed. You 
may contact Jim at: jimwward@rogers.com . 
 

7. Adoption of MAVA Crest  The President drew members’ attention to the two 
designs on the cover of the table place cards. He explained that the executive 
had reviewed several designs and finally settled on the two shown. The basic 
difference being a red maple leaf versus a gold maple leaf. The committee had 
recommended the ‘red leaf’ design. He also noted that the design work had been 
provided via Paul Baiden’s niece and provided gratis to MAVA. 

 
Motion: It was moved by Ernie Briggs and seconded by Paul Roy that the ‘Red 
Leaf’ version of the crest be adopted as the official MAVA Crest. Motion Carried  

 
8. Adoption of MAVA Pin President Tap advised members that the executive have 

investigated the costs of producing 100 lapel pins of the now approved design. It 
is proposed to be ¾ inches in size and would come in at a cost to members of 
$5.00 each. He thanked Paul Baiden for his work in researching the production of 
these items. Paul’s niece once again has made the design layout artwork 
available gratis to us. It has been recommended that MAVA have an initial 
prototype pin produced for approval by the executive prior to the final 
production run. This would cost approx. $175 which would be refundable on the 
final production. 
Motion: It was moved by Paul Baiden and seconded by Jim Ward that, the 
executive proceed with producing a pre-production pin and pending their 
approval of same, proceed toward production of 100 MAVA Crest ¾ inch lapel 
pins. The costs involved not to exceed $350.00.  Motion Carried 
 

9. New Executive Nomination Committee Ed Fairbairn has volunteered to head up 
the committee to seek nominees for the next MAVA executive. The current 
executive has agreed to stay on until May2015. One proposition under 
consideration is that the executive replacement be ‘staggered’ to provide some 
continuity in the organization. Ed Fairbairn would welcome assistance and offers 
to run for an executive position. If you can assist, or have nominees or any 
comments, Ed can be contacted at: ed.fairbairn@rogers.com  
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10. Upcoming Events Fred Forbes announced the next social events both to be held 
at the Cedarhill Golf Club: 

 
i. Dinner Dance Friday 26th September 2014 

ii. Luncheon Meeting Thursday 13th November 
Further details will be provided by email to all members 
 

11. Business from the Floor  
i. Jim McCutcheon asked a question whether the MAVA organizers, had 

looked into joining the Conference of Defence Associations (CDA), 
since the issue of having a stronger advocacy role, or voice at 
strategic levels would be desirable for MAVA. Restructuring 
Chairman, Duane Daly responded that “yes”, they had investigated 
the possibility of joining the CDA, but the annual membership fee and 
ongoing support costs of membership is considered beyond the 
current reach of MAVA. As the Association grows this suggestion 
might be reconsidered by the future Executive. 

ii. Jean Bougie asked if the RCAF mess could be re-examined as a venue 
for the meetings. Duane Daly reviewed the background and reasons 
we ended up at the Cedarhill. He and the President also explained 
that other venues including forces messes will continue to be 
reviewed as future venues. 

 
12. 50/50 Draw The 50/50 draw was worth $60.00. The winner was new member 

Martin Passfield. It should be noted that Martin very graciously donated his 
winnings to be given to the artist who donated the crest design and graphic 
work. 

 
  

13. Adjournment A motion to adjourn was made by Jean Bougie and seconded by 
George Mayer. The next luncheon meeting will be held at Cedarhill, Thursday, 
13th Nov. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
(Original signed by)     (Original signed by) 

 B.Wattie  (Secty)      M. Fawcett (Pres)  


